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banks. They are the evil outgrowths of the
Civil War, and the nation will ever be in peril
until they are swept out of existence. The hos-
tility of the national banks to silver coinage is
only one phase of a conspiracy which had its
origin in the early stages of the Civil War, and
which has never yet been overthrown. The re-
bellion was overthrown, but this conspiracy
never has been; and it will require all the power
of the country, now happily reunited, to uproot
it. It has grown with our growth and strength-
ened with our strength until to-day it defies the
law and the power of the Government. I pro-
pose to trace some of the features of this con-
spiracy and of the reaction in public sentiment
which is now in progress."

Weaver explained how gradually the con-
spiracy developed which gave control of the
currency to the banks. The main objects were
"to place the public debt beyond the possibility
of payment, to increase its amount, and to se-
cure for all time the right and power to control
the volume of money.'' The conspiracy to pre-
vent Congress from paying the debt in the '' cur-
rency of the contract'' began in 1867, and was
the purpose of the war against silver. Silver
was demonetized "by stealth" in 1873, and the
act for the resumption of specie payments,
passed in 1875, also provided for the destruc-
tion of the greenback currency. "It was to be